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ROMAN POTTERY 

By Jane Timby 

Introduction and methodology 

 

The following report focusses on the Roman assemblages from two sites in Gloucester: 

Ladybellgate Street (site code 1991/91) and Upper Quay Street (site code 1989/8). The 

pottery from the two sites was sorted into fabric categories according to type, size and 

quantity of inclusions in the clay combined with firing colour. The fabrics are coded with 

reference to the Gloucester City type fabric (TF) reference system (cf. Ireland 1983). Known 

named traded wares are also cross-referenced to the National Roman Fabric reference 

system (Tomber and Dore 1998). Medieval and later wares were noted as present for dating 

purposes but not analysed in detail. The sorted material was quantified by sherd count, 

weight and for rims the estimated vessel equivalence (EVE) (cf. Orton et al. 1993). Freshly 

broken sherds were counted as single pieces. Rims were additionally coded to main form 

types. The assemblage was analysed following, as far as possible, the Pottery Standards 

guidelines (2016). The collected data was entered onto a MS Excel spread-sheet a copy of 

which is deposited with the site archive. Appendix 1 provides a list of the various fabrics and 

their associated forms amalgamated from the two sites. 

 

LADYBELLGATE STREET (1991/19) 

 

Introduction 

 

The archaeological work has recovered some 3195 sherds of Roman pottery, including 

unstratified material, weighing c. 430 kg and with 34.1 eves. The assemblage spans the 1st 

through to the later 4th century A.D. In addition there are approximately 1160 sherds of 

medieval and 47 sherds of post-medieval pottery from the site. 

 



Roman pottery was recovered from 68 defined contexts, with quantities ranging from single 

sherds up to a maximum of 125 sherds. The condition of the sherds was variable but 

generally quite fragmented although with an overall average sherd size of 13.5 g fairly typical 

of rubbish material. There is a considerable level of residual pottery present with 32% of the 

Roman material coming from post-Roman horizons. The reliability of the groups is limited in 

many cases where quantities are small or the assemblage chronologically mixed. Although 

pottery of 1st to later 4th century is present there is a greater emphasis on material of early 

Roman date. 

 

Summary of fabrics and forms (Table 1) 

 

A quantified summary of the fabrics is given in Table 1.  The assemblage shows a diverse 

range of wares including a number of continental imports embracing fine wares, coarse 

wares, mortaria and amphorae. Most of the imported finewares and amphorae are typical of 

the early Roman period and overall the range of material is reflective of an early military 

assemblage. The diversity of amphorae very much reflects the range found associated with 

the Neronian fortress at Kingsholm (Hurst 1985). The samian is largely composed of South 

Gaulish vessels which contribute 3.8% to the overall group and samian in total makes up 

4.8% (count) of the Ladybellgate assemblage. From the 2nd century there are a variety of 

imported regional wares the most common of which are Dorset black-burnished wares which 

account for 6.3% overall. Products of the Oxfordshire industry, mainly dating to the later 

Roman period are also well represented. The commonest wares by far are those known to 

be produced within and close to the City from the pre- or early Flavian period into the 2nd 

century. This includes Glos TF 11A which accounts for 36.5% of the total assemblage. 

Severn Valley wares are also popular contributing 11.2% of the group. Of particular note 

amongst the rarer late Roman imports is a Mayen ware jar (Fig. 00.14). 

 

Table 2 presents a breakdown of the forms by EVE overall. A phased breakdown would 

probably not reflect any trends due to the greatly differing amounts of pottery for each period 

and the high level of residuality. Overall jars are the commonest type accounting for 45.7% 

eve followed by bowls at 19%. Fine ware cups bowls and platters contribute 7.4%. Drinking 

vessels are quite well represented at 8.4% for beaker although only 0.7% for tankards. 

Dispensing vessels such as flagon make up a further 6.7%. Other forms include lids, 

mortaria, jugs, dishes and amphorae. 

 

Discussion by Period (Table 3) 

 



Period 1  

 

Some 125 sherds of pottery weighing 5365 g and with 1.24 EVEs came from Period 1 dated 

broadly to the 1st century A.D. The assemblage came from a single pit, 552. The group is an 

interesting one in terms of its composition. It has several imported wares present which 

include South Gaulish samian, Lyon ware, Spanish, Rhodian and Italian amphorae and a 

North Gaulish mortarium. Accompanying these imports are a large number of local 

coarseware products including TF  24, 36 and 39 all of which are associated with the 

Neronian assemblages from the Kingsholm fortress (Darling 1985). Alongside these are TF’s 

7, 11A and 25, all fabrics produced by the Gloucester kilns typified by the kilns on Berkeley 

Street (Timby 1991). The samian is all broadly Claudio-Neronian in date. One of the Spanish 

amphora, a handle from a Dressel 20 form, is stamped (Fig. 00.1) although can only be 

dated to the second half of the 1st century. The mortarium has quite a high bead and a 

curved flange (Hartley 1977, Group I, rim type 1) and is typical of the period A.D. 55-85. The 

coarsewares include a Kingsholm-type flagon (Fig. 00.2); a flat-rim hemispherical bowl (TF 

36) a lid (TF 39) flanged-rim hemispherical bowl (Fig. 00. 3), a globular short rim beaker in a  

grey ware and an everted rim jar in a black sandy ware which may be an early Wiltshire 

product (TF 201). Whilst the excavated Gloucester kilns on Berkeley Street date to the 

Flavio-Trajanic period (ibid.) there were earlier kilns on the site and similar fabrics were 

found at Kingsholm so the earliest date of production, although not precisely known, is 

assumed to be in the pre- or early Flavian period. Thus in summary all the wares found in pit 

552, including amphorae, mortarium, fine and coarsewares, can be paralleled with the 

Kingsholm military assemblage and are all likely to date to the pre-Flavian period. The 

location of this early feature within the zone occupied by the later Gloucester fort is slightly 

surprising and perhaps warrants some reconsideration of the early military activity in the 

area.  

 

Period 2 

 

Substantially more pottery was recovered from Period 2 with 996 sherds weighing 12168 g 

and with 21.7 EVEss. Samian is particularly well represented accounting for 5% sherd count 

and 3.7% EVE. As in Period 1 there are some early imported wares, most notably sherds 

from a Palestinian amphora (PAL AM), North Gaulish mortaria, Lyon ware and Central 

Gaulish colour-coated ware. Baetican and Gallic amphorae are also present, the former 

accounting for 6.8% by count of the Period 2 assemblage. Typical Kingsholm coarsewares 

are less well represented but the wares from the Gloucester kilns are particularly common, 

particular TF 11A which alone accounts for 45.2% count. Collectively the Gloucester wares 



(TF 7, 11A, 25, 9B and 3A) make up 64.3% of the group. Regionally traded wares are 

sparse being represented by single sherds of South-east and South-west black-burnished 

ware and four sherds of Verulamium-type ware. Looking at the assemblage overall it 

includes material spanning the Neronian period through to the early 2nd century. The later 

pieces include the mica-dusted wares (TF3A), the black burnished wares and some of the 

Gloucester products (TF11A and TF 207). 

 

No pottery was found associated with Building A. The latrine pit, 479, produced a small 

assemblage of 33 sherds mainly local wares including a pinch-mouthed flagon, flat-rimmed 

bowls (Fig. 00.4) and jars (Fig. 00.5, 6) which would appear to be typical Flavian products. 

Pit 538 with 116 sherds also contains largely Gloucester products, mainly jars along with one 

mortarium for which a Flavian date is also likely.  The make-up later, (547) fort Building B 

produced a large assemblage of 321 sherds including 24 pieces of samian. The general date 

range appears to be Flavian-Trajanic with some residual earlier material. Forms include 

flagon (Fig. 00.7-8), jars, beakers and amphorae (Dressel 20). A further 99 sherds came 

from make-up layer (545) which contains a similar complement of wares including a 

rusticated local grey ware beaker and a mica-dusted local beaker. Make-up layer (544) had 

an assemblage mainly comprising Baetican amphora sherds, 62 in total, possibly from a 

single vessel, and just four coarsewares; whilst make-up level (543) yielded a further 99 

sherds with Baetican, Gallic and Palestinian amphorae, an amphora lid and mainly TF 11A 

coarseware. Of note is a small sherd of TF 11A with barbotine dot decoration which either 

form letters or have simple run when applied (Fig. 00.9). 

 

Beamslot 525 produced 12 sherds of pottery amongst which was samian of Flavio-Trajanic 

date and a single lid in DOR BB1. This is not likely to be early than Trajanic in date and 

featured alongside two sherds of Severn Valley ware and TF 11A, 

 

The street surface (526/542) produced a small assemblage with a short everted rim SOW 

BB1 jar and a cornice rim beaker (TF 11A) both of which are likely to date to the early 2nd 

century.  

 

Period 3  

 

Very little pottery was recovered from contexts allocated to Period 3. Street-side ditch 520 

produced a small group of 39 sherds which can be broadly dated to the Flavio-Trajanic 

period. A further 16 sherds came from make-up levels (479) and (516) of comparable date. 

 



Period 4 

 

Some 751 sherds weighing 7591 g were recovered from levels relating to the Colonia. The 

assemblage includes material from a number of robber trenches (21, 509, 509, (514)) which 

accounts for 65.5% of the Period 4 total and comprises pottery spanning the 1st-4th century 

and, in some cases, a few medieval sherds suggesting that either these wall lines were 

robbed out at a later date or subsequent disturbance has introduced later material. 

 

The street produced very little material with a single sherd of South Gaulish samian (Flavio-

Trajanic) from make-up 521, seven sherds from surface (501) and two sherds from 

resurfacing (499). The latter two contexts produced sherds of DOR BB1 and indicate a date 

in the first half of the 2nd century. Some sherds of TF 11A from (501) had red-staining from 

a paint or pigment. No material came from the street-side ditches. 

 

Robbed foundation trench 21 produced 668 sherds of Roman and medieval pottery, whilst 

foundation trench 437 produced 96 sherds which appear to belong more coherently to the 

mid-later 2nd century. A sherd of a SOW BB1 flat-rimmed bowl has mortar on the break. 

Robber trench 509 belonging to Building F had a large assemblage of 301 sherds, 3245 g 

with five medieval pieces which may be intrusive. The latest Roman material from fill (507) 

includes several sherds of Oxfordshire colour-coated ware with examples of Young (1977) 

forms C23, C63, C81 and C83 and two jars of late Roman shelly ware (ROB SH) which 

suggests a date in the late 4th or 5th centuries. Also from this deposit was the lower part of a 

closed grey ware vessel (TF 11A) which included five late 4th-century coins four of which 

were in worn condition. The pottery from fill (522) was more consistently of 2nd-century date 

with a large number of Gloucester kiln wares which make-up 89% of the 509 assemblage. It 

is possible that this robber trench saw two phases of activity. 

 

Room 1 of Building F produced just four sherds from surface (534) but substantially more 

material from surface (537) with 157 sherds and a further 60 sherds from occupation layer 

(523) which generally suggest a tpq in the early-mid 2nd century. The latest sherds are six 

pieces of DOR BB1 and one sherd of Oxfordshire white ware (OXF WH) from (523).  

Surface (537) produced a sherd from a Pompeian red ware curved-wall platter and a North 

Gaulish whiteware butt-beaker (Camulodunum type 113), both residual, along with several 

sherds from a vessel in Gloucester mica-slipped ware (TF 3A) or early 2nd-century date. 

 

Period 5 

 



Just 38 sherds were recovered from Period 5 distributed across six contexts. The material 

from make-up (500) includes grooved rim and flanged-rim DOR BB1 bowls along with a 

Mancetter-Hartshill mortarium sherd which suggest a late 3rd or 4th -century date. A single 

sherd of East Gaulish (Trier) samian came from (377) whilst surface (39) had 4th-century 

Roman wares and medieval sherds. The pottery from the make-ups in Building E (486, 485 

and 483) appears largely residual. 

 

Period 6 

 

Some 227 Roman sherds weighing 2821 g came from the demolition horizons. The layer 

above the road, (22), produced 30 sherds which included pieces of Lower Nene Valley 

colour-coat, Midlands pink grog-tempered ware and Oxfordshire colour-coated wares, Young 

(1977) forms C7 variant, C55, C75 and C100 indicating a 4th-century date  and associated 

with two 4th-century coins. A further 48 sherds came from the demolition layers above 

Building E (435, 441, 370). Of note is a sherd of Baetican amphora with mortar attached and 

a stamp-decorated beaker in a ‘local’ colour-coated ware (Fig. 00.10). Layer (506) above 

Building F produced a moderately large assemblage of 149 sherds mainly composed of 1st-

2nd century wares most notably sherds of Rhodian amphora, Savernake ware and South 

Gaulish samian. Some 2nd -century material is indicated by some DOR BB1; Les Martres-

de-Veyre samian and later Roman sherds with a single piece of a TF 5 jar with oblique 

lattice decoration and two sherds of local colour-coated ware. 

Post-Roman and unstratified 

The post-Roman and unstratified levels produced 1030 sherds of pottery weighing 14177 g, 

nearly one third of the total Roman assemblage. The assemblage includes material of 1st to 

4th–century date with a wide range of fabrics. Of  particular note in this group in terms of 

imports is the top of a Lyon ware moulded lamp with two gladiators featuring on the discus 

(Fig. 00.11); three sherds of Rheinzabern samian;  a late Roman Mayen ware jar (Fig. 00. 

14); two Haltern 70 amphora spikes and a rim from a Gallic amphora (Fig. 00. 15). Regional 

imports include a decorated Oxfordshire bowl Young (1977) type C75 (Fig. 00.13) and New 

Forest colour-coated ware. The local wares feature a flanged-rim dish in TF 11A (Fig. 00. 

12); a sherd of TF11A with trailed hair-pin barbotine decoration copying an imported form 

and a TF 11A flagon base which unusually has a matt red slip. 



 

Catalogue of illustrated sherds 

 

1. Stamped handle from a Dressel 20 Baetican amphora. Fabric: BAT AM. The stamp is very 

worn with just the last letters visible. Reading: …ODV]. The cartouche is approximately 40 

mm x 14 mm (internal). This probably belongs to the BROCODV group (Callender 1965, n 

205a, fig. 4.26; fig. 19.7. Other examples in Britain have been noted at Silchester, Lincoln 

and Fishbourne (http//www:ceipac.ub.edu). Date: A.D. 50-100.   Pit 552 (551). Period 1. 

2. Handled triangular-rimmed flagon. Fabric: TF 24. Pit 552 (551). Period 1. 

3. Bowl with a squat flange with a small bead. Fabric: 11A (oxidised). Pit 552 (551). Period 1. 

4. Flat-rim bowl. Blackened exterior, oxidised interior. Fabric: TF25. Latrine pit 479 (478). 

Period 2. 

5. Everted rim jar. Fabric: TF25 (grey). Latrine pit 479 (478). Period 2. 

6. Squared-rimmed jar. Fabric: TF 25 (oxidised). Latrine pit 479 (478). Period 2. 

7. Collared rim flagon. Fabric: TF 7. Make-up layer (547). Period 2. 

8. Cylindrical-bodied, handled flagon. Fabric: TF 7. Make-up layer (547). Period 2. 

9. Bodysherd from a closed form with barbotine dot decoration. Unclear if the dots have 

merged or have been used to form letters, Fabric: TF 11A (grey). Make-up layer (543). 

Period 2. 

10. Beaker with stamped decoration imitating Oxford wares. Fabric: TF 12D. Oxidised fabric 

with a patchy dark brown colour-coat. Demolition level (370), Period 6. 

11. Top of a moulded picture lamp showing a pair of gladiators. Fabric: LYO CC.  Post-

Roman level (508). 

12.  Flanged-rim dish. Fabric: TF 11A (dark grey). Post-Roman level (508). 

13.  Bowl, Young 1977, type C75 with stamped decoration. Fabric: OXF RS / TF 12A. Post-

Roman level (8). 

14. Concave-rimmed jar. Fabric: MAY CO. TF239. Post-Roman grave fill (129). 

15. Rim from a Gallic amphora in the slightly coarser buff fabric with a pinkish interior. 

Probably a variant of a Gauloise 4 (Peacock and Williams 1986, class 27). Fabric: GAL AM. 

Unstratified.  

 

 

UPPER QUAY STREET (8/89) 

 

Introduction 

 



The excavations at Upper Quay Street produced some 1222 sherds of Roman pottery 

weighing 49 kg and with 31.9 eves. The assemblage was initially assessed by the author in 

2001 when a quantified record was made of the coarsewares with a fairly cursory record of 

the samian as this was expected to go to a specialist. Unfortunately the samian has since 

been lost so there are only very basic records relating to this.  

 

Roman pottery was recovered from some 78 excavated contexts ranging in date from the 1st 

through to the 4th century. Of these only 32 appeared to be of Roman date thus, 

approximately 40% of the Roman pottery is re-deposited in medieval or later horizons. The 

preservation of the pottery was generally very good with an overall average sherd weight of 

40.5 g. There were several instances of multiple sherds from single vessels. 

 

Summary of fabrics and forms (Table 4) (see also Appendix 1) 

 

As with Ladybellgate Street there is quite a diverse range of fabrics present covering 

essentially the same date range. Samian is particularly well represented accounting for 

11.9% by count of the total assemblage and whilst Southern Central and East Gaulish 

material is present a more precise breakdown is not possible at present. A significant 

number of decorated bowl sherds were noted as present (Drag. 29, 30 and 37) which 

approximately account for 25% of the samian by sherd count. There were five stamped 

vessels and two inscribed with graffiti. One vessel from (279) SF 5241 had a lead rivet 

repair. Forms noted as present included cups Drag. 24/5; 27 and 33; bowls Drag. 29, 30, 37; 

dishes 15/17, 18, 18/31, 31, 35, 36, 42, 46 and a single mortarium. Other fine ware imports 

include a single sherd of Lyon ware and two of Argonne colour-coated ware. Mortaria from 

North Gaul are quite well represented with at least five vessels, some quite worn from use 

and at least one repaired in antiquity with a lead rivet. A variety of amphorae are present 

some of which mirror types found at Kingsholm. Forms include Baetican types Dressel 20, 

Dressel 7-11 and Haltern 70; a Camulodunum type 186 from Cadiz; a Richborough 527 from 

Lipari; wine amphora from Rhodes and Gaul and a pseudo Dressel 2-4 (Fig. 00. 31) from an 

unknown source. 

 

The usual range of regional imports are present with BB1 (DOR BB1 / SOW BB1); various 

Oxfordshire wares; Lower Nene Valley colour-coated ware; Verulamium-type mortaria, 

Midlands pink grog-tempered storage jar; late Roman shelly ware; Wiltshire (Fig. 00.29) and 

Malvernian products.  Dorset black burnished ware is the most common of all these 

accounting for 9.9% (count). Local products dominate the assemblage with Gloucester kilns 

products accounting for 28.5% with flagon (Fig. 00.16-17, 26), beakers (Fig. 00.19-20, 32), 



dishes/platters (Fig. 00.21, 27), bowls (Fig. 00.18, 24, 28, 33), jars (Fig. 00.23) and lids (Fig. 

00.25). Severn Valley contribute a further 26.3% with several fragments from a jug (Fig. 

00.30) and a dish (22) amongst the usual jars, bowls and tankards. 

 

Table 5 presents a breakdown of the vessels forms by eve. Fine table wares account for 

19.7% of the group, a particularly high figure. Jars remain the commonest type at 33.7% 

followed by bowls at 16.3% and flagon at 8.4%. 

 

Discussion by Period (Table 6) 

Period 1.1 

The only pottery recovered from period 1.1 is a group of 18 sherds from the beaching area 

(31). The sherds comprise one handle fragment from a  Baetican Dressel 20 amphorae, two 

sherds of South Gaulish samian (Drag. 18 and 29) and thirteen sherds of Gloucester kiln 

wares TF 11A (grey and oxidised). Two of these come from a flagon neck with an inscribed 

graffiti (Fig. 00.16). There are no other featured sherds and in the absence of the samian 

close dating is not possible other than probably pre or early Flavian. Unfortunately none of 

the pieces are featured. 

Period 1.2 

The silt layers in Trench 1 produced 16 sherds from layer (30) including the substantial part 

of a collared flagon in TF 11A which appears to be a useable second in that it has been 

over-fired (Fig. 00.17). Accompanying this were bodysherds of early Severn Valley ware (TF 

17), grog-tempered ware and further kiln wares (TF 25). Overall a date in the pre-or early 

Flavian period is suggested for this group. 

Further material came from Trench 5 from silt layer (522) and pit 505. The silt layer produced 

just nine  unfeatured sherds of Gloucester kiln ware (TF 7 and TF25) which can only be 

dated Flavio-Trajanic. A larger group came from the pit with 73 sherds in total. The lower fill 

(501) produced two basesherds from a Verulamium-type mortarium which was worn from 

use and had a sooted interior and one sherd of TF 11A.  The upper fill (507) produced most 

of the material, dominated by Gloucester kilns wares (TF 11A, 3A) but also with two South-

west BB1 jars, Severn Valley ware and six sherds of samian. A particularly fine bowl with an 

omphalos base in TF 3A (Fig. 00.18) found in this deposit is likely to have been made in the 

early 2nd century. Verulamium-region mortaria were widely distributed from the pre-Flavian 

period into the 2nd century and without the rim is difficult to date closely. The BB1 is also 



likely to be 2nd century. The group of TF11A wares includes beakers, bowls and ring-necked 

flagons dating to the Flavio-Trajanic period. 

Silt layer (507) produced a dump of 108 sherds of pottery of which 16 are from samian 

vessels. In addition there are sherds of Haltern 79, Camulodunum 186 and Gallic amphorae. 

Again Gloucester kiln wares are prominent with examples of beakers (Fig. 00.19-20) and 

dishes (Fig. 00.21). Severn Valley wares are also well represented featuring amongst other 

vessels a dish (Fig. 00.22) and two tankards. The group comprises a mixture of pre-Flavian 

and Flavio-Trajanic material. 

Period 1.3 

Silt deposit (151) produced just five sherds of pottery including a sherd of decorated samian 

bowl (Drag 37), a TF 11A flagon and a DOR BB1 jar Gillam (1976) type 31 dating to the 2nd 

century. A further 13 sherds came from layer (204) with a North Gaulish mortarium, Baetican 

amphora, TF 11A and several sherds from a cordoned jar in TF 3A (Fig. 00.23). As above 

the group suggests an early 2nd-century tpq.  

The thick estuarine silts in Trench 5 (278, 268) produced a slightly mixed group of 166 

Roman sherds and three intrusive medieval pieces. The group includes 27 large sherds of 

amphora of various types, mostly Baetican but also Cadiz and Gallic sherds and two large 

pieces of North Gaulish mortaria, one from a Gillam (1970) type 238 generally dated AD 65-

100, a sherd from a Lyon ware beaker; several sherds of Gloucester kiln ware; Severn 

Valley ware and six sherds of BB1 including jars and a flat-rim bowl. Most of the material is 

consistent with a later 1st to early-mid 2nd -century date but three later Roman Oxfordshire 

colour-coated pieces along with the medieval sherds probably reflect some later disturbance. 

Period 2-4 

Robber trench 205 produced just five sherds from (214) broadly datable to the later 1st-early 

2nd century. A very large group of 167 sherds was recovered from dumped layer (279) of 

which 25 sherds are samian mainly from Lezoux. One Drag. 37 bowl has a lead rivet repair 

(SF 5241). Of note is a single sherd from a Richborough 527 amphora, a TF 7 flagon with a 

red slip; a North Gaulish mortarium with a worn surface and a repair-hole which joins a sherd 

from (268); a counter made from SVW OX and several sherds of BB1. Local wares continue 

to feature quite prominently and include bowls, lids, flagons and dishes (Fig. 00.24-7). 

Overall, excluding three intrusive medieval sherds, the group suggests a tpq in the mid to 

later 2nd century.  



Period 6  

Deposits representing the latest Roman activity produced very modest amounts of pottery 

totalling 64 sherds in total. The latest material represented in layers (411, 417, 418 and 425) 

comprises flanged BB1 bowls and various Oxfordshire colour-coated wares with examples of 

Young (1977) forms C51 and C75, the latter dating to the period 325-400+. 

Post Roman  

The post-Roman horizons produced some 480 sherds of pottery weighing 115.5 kg and with 

11.1 EVEs. The overall average sherd size is still surprising high at 32.2 g for a re-deposited 

assemblage suggesting fairly minimal on-going disturbance. Sherd links were observed 

between contexts (270) and (278) and (282), (256) and (506). There is a wide spectrum of 

wares present ranging from 1st-century amphorae, for example a sherd of a Rhodian type 

alongside two sherds of later Roman North African amphora. Samian levels are still quite 

good at 7.5% reflecting period the underlying stratigraphy. Severn Valley wares dominate 

the coarsewares at 32.1% (count) and there are two sherds of the latest Roman shelly ware 

(ROB SH). 

Vessels of note include a bowl in TF 11A copying a Drag. 29 bowl (Fig. 00.28); a Wiltshire 

flanged bowl with white-painted decoration (Fig. 00.29); a Severn Valley ware jug (Fig. 00. 

30); a pseudo-Koan amphora (Fig. 00.31); an unusual highly decorated jar or large beaker 

(Fig. 00.32) and a flat-rimmed bowl (Fig. 00.33). A counter made from a TF11A sherd (SF 

5175) came from layer (274). There are also the substantial parts of three North Gaulish 

mortaria; two corresponding to Holbrook and Bidwell (1981), form C39 dated AD 80-150 and 

one a Gillam (1970) form 238 dating to A.D. 65-100. The vessels are worn from use. 

Catalogue of illustrated sherds 

 

16. Neck of a flagon and joining bodysherd showing part of a graffito scratched into the 

shoulder of the vessel before firing. Extant letters possible ]A I C[.  Dark orange-red in 

colour. Fabric: TF 11A. Trench 1, layer (31). 

17. Over-fired, single-handled, collared flagon. TF 11A/7. Slip if present has been lost. 

Trench 1, layer (30), Period 1.1 

18. Deep carinated bowl with an omphalos base. Fabric: TF 3A. Trench 5, Pit 505 (506). 

Period 1.2.  A possible sherd from same vessel came from pit 269 (282). 

19. Beaker with a sharply everted rim. Dark grey in colour. Fabric: TF 11A. Trench 5, layer 

(507), Period 1.2. 



20. Beaker with a sharply everted rim and cordoned, angular, body. Oxidised. TF 11A. 

Trench 5, layer (507), Period 1.2. 

21. Curved wall platter burnt on both the interior and exterior. Fabric: TF 3A. Trench 5, layer 

(507), Period 1.2. 

22. Dish. Fabric: TF11 B. Trench 5, layer (507), Period 1.2. 

23. Necked jar decorated with a slashed cordon. TF 3A. Trench 3, layer (204), Period 1.3. 

24. Flat-rimmed hemispherical bowl. Fabric: TF 11A (oxidised). Trench 5, layer (279). Period 

2-4. 

25. Lid copying a BB1 type with burnished squiggly lines on the inner and outer face. Dark 

grey black in colour. Fabric: 11 A. Trench 5, layer (279). Period 2-4. 

26. Devolved ring-necked flagon with an expanded upper ring. The handle has been fixed 

through the wall of the vessel. Fabric: TF 7. Trench 5, layer (279). Period 2-4. 

27. Shallow campanulate dish. Fabric: TF 11A (dark grey).  Trench 5, layer (279). Period 2-

4. 

28. Bowl imitating a Dragendorff 29 form.  Decorated below the cordon with smudged 

rouletting. Trench 3, layer (8). Dark grey in colour. Fabric TF 11A. Trench 3, layer (8). Post-

Roman. 

29. Drop flanged bowl decorated with white painted arcading on the flange. Fabric: TF 231. 

Trench 5, pit 241 (235).  

30. Reconstructed profile of a single handled jug. Fabric: SVW OX. Trench 5, layer (242). 

31. Pseudo-Koan amphorae (Peacock and Williams 1986, class 11). Fine, pale orange-

brown fabric with a darker core with a sparse occurrence of small white ?calcareous, grains 

0.5 mm visible on the surfaces. Possibly an Aegean fabric. Trench 5, layer (256). 

32. Sharply everted rim from a large, cordoned beaker decorated with three different styles 

starting top to bottom with a burnished wavy line, followed by a zone of rouletting and in the 

lower part bisected barbotine line diamonds. Dark grey on colour. Fabric: TF 11A. Trench 5, 

layer (502). 

33. Flat-rimmed, hemispherical bowl. Dark grey in colour. Fabric: TF 11A. Trench 5, layer 

(508). 

11. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

Figure 00 a, b compares the two assemblages from Ladybellgate Street with Upper Quay 

Street and an assemblage of some 828 Roman sherds from nearby work at Commercial 

Road (Timby unpub.). All three assemblages broadly show the same trends in terms of 



wares although there are minor differences between them. It is noticeable that samian is well 

represented at all three sites, particularly Upper Quay Street. Coarsewares associated with 

Kingsholm only feature in very small amounts at Ladybellgate and Commercial Road and 

none at Upper Quay Street. The spectrum of wares for the early Roman period very much 

reflects that to be expected from an early military assemblage with a high proportion of 

South Gaulish samian, Lyon ware fineware and lamp, Pompeian red ware, mortaria and a 

diverse range of 1st -century amphorae all of which have been well documented form the 

Kingsholm fortress but perhaps less well from the City although many excavations remain 

unpublished. It is possible that some of the amphorae represent discarded or broken cargo 

given the quayside context but the other coarsewares, most notably the mortaria, are worn 

from use and in some cases vessels have been repaired. The presence of later Roman 

amphorae is of interest, particularly the North African amphorae, which are present at Upper 

Quay Street and Commercial Road. The North African type was imported sporadically from 

the 2nd to 6th centuries bringing olive oil although is more common in the later Roman 

period. Sparse finds have previously been found at New Market Hall site (Peacock 1974; figs 

10.25 and 35.37); East Gate (Ireland 1983, 109); Westgate Street (Vince and Goudge 1980; 

96), the Castle site (Greatorex 1988, 21) and St Oswald’s Priory (Peacock 1982, 49). Mayen 

ware although previously documented is also rare. Products of the Gloucester kilns are well 

represented particularly in the Ladybellgate assemblage whereas Severn Valley wares are 

more common at Upper Quay Street perhaps reflecting a slightly later emphasis of material.  
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Figure 

00a  Comparison of the main ware groups between Ladybellgate (LBQ), Lower Quay Street 
(LQS) and Commercial Road (CR) by % no. 

00b Comparison of the main ware groups between Ladybellgate (LBQ), Lower Quay Street 
(LQS) and Commercial Road (CR) by % wt. 
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